
Genesis224 Sponsorship 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Premarital Sponsorship Program 
 
 
Completing a premarital course is one of the most valuable things an engaged couple can do.  More 
than the gifts, cake, and the flowers that fade, the benefit a couple gains through premarital mentoring 
will last their lifetime. 
 

Who are we? 
�  Mike and Jewel Williamson are co-founders of Genesis224, a Christ-centered ministry 

devoted to premarital and marriage mentoring. We were team leaders of the premarital 
ministry at Calvary Chapel Boise, Idaho and now attend Calvary Chapel Southeast 
Portland, Oregon. We were married in 1975.  See our website at www.genesis224.com 

�  We provide in-depth premarital mentoring and marriage mentoring. We also facilitate 
group marriage growth and enrichment meetings such as the Love and Respect series. 

�  We come alongside pastors of other fellowships by assisting with mentoring and by 
helping them implement new, or improving existing, marriage ministries.  

�  Our ministry is solidly biblical.  We focus on the common tenants of the faith such as 
the deity of Christ, His atoning sacrifice, His resurrection, discipleship, obedience to the 
Word, and participation and accountably with the body of Christ. Our accountability and 
cooperation with local church leadership is our deep concern and commitment.   

 
 
What is premarital sponsorship? 

�  Sponsorship is a means by which relatives, friends, and the church body can participate 
in a couple’s marriage by contributing to the cost of their premarital preparation.   

 
 
Why be a premarital sponsor? 

�  You are testifying that you have a stake in the couple’s marriage relationship (in the 
sense that, how they do marriage affects relatives, the body of Christ, friends, and 
society).  Thus, in that sense, their marriage and how they progress or don’ t progress in 
a godly relationship is everybody’s business. 

�  You are giving your blessing and support to their union.  The couple gains great 
encouragement and strength knowing that others want to invest in their marriage. It also 
helps foster their responsibility and accountability to God, to you, and to the church. 

 

What will sponsorship provide?  
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Your sponsorship will help provide couples with: 

�  Individualized, couple-to-couple attention in a ten-week premarital course. Each session 
lasts two hours––for a total of twenty hours of mentoring with additional post wedding 
follow-up. Our workbook, Building Your Marriage Upon the Rock, includes over 160 pages 
of in-depth questions and surveys prompting frank discussion between the couple. To view 
sample pages and other information or to order, visit us at www.genesis224.com. 

�  An experienced mentoring team who gently yet candidly help the couple realistically 
evaluate their relationship to God and to each other. We celebrate the couple’s joy and 
enthusiasm while at the same time leaving no stone unturned. This is an intensive no-fluff 
course. We are committed to honoring God in marriage.   

�  A biblical basis for marriage. Help couples evaluate their relationship in light of God’s 
Word and in light of their personal relationships to God.   

�  A resource to discover (or uncover) things that may cause problems in their union. It will 
give them a heads up on common things that couples face in becoming one. 

 

Major topic headings 
 
 

 

 

 

Wedding cost statistics1      

�  $22,000 is the average amount spent on a traditional wedding.  
�  A total of $72 billion is spent on weddings annually in the U.S.  
�  $19 billion is spent buying wedding presents at registries.  

Wedding costs by category (% cost) 

 

1. Reception 28.3% 7. Flowers 4.6% 13. Mother of the bride apparel 1.7% 

2. Consultant 15.0% (if hired) 8. Bridal attendants' apparel 4.5% 14. Bride's veil 1.6% 

3. Wedding Rings 11.5% 9. Rehearsal dinner 4.2% 15. Clergy and ceremony fees 1.2% 

4. Photography/Video 6.6% 10. Men's formal wear 3.2% 16. Limousine 0.9% 

5. Bridal Gown 6.1% 11. Invitations 2.8% 17. Groom's attire 0.8% 

6. Music 5.2% 12. Attendants' gifts 2.1%  

 
 

Premarital mentoring fees 

As you can see, a lot of money is spent for the wedding services above––some of which last mere 
moments.  Interestingly, premarital preparation is not even listed.  Premarital counseling often costs 
$50.00-$80.00 per hour or more. Some premarital programs last only a few sessions. One-day 
premarital seminars can cost a few hundred dollars.  Our fee for twenty hours of mentoring (plus post-
wedding services) is $500.00. We adjust our fee according to a couple’s ability. In short, a thorough, 
in-depth premarital course is the best expenditure an engaged couple or a sponsor can make.  Consider 
it money very well invested.   

To help sponsor a couple, use the included form 

                                                      
1  National Association of Wedding Ministers 

�  Relationship to God �  Roles & Expectations 
�  Covenant of Marriage �  Communication 
�  Relationship to each other �  Love-God’s view 
�  Extended Relationships �  Finances 
�  Becoming One �  Sex 
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Premarital Sponsorship Form 
 

Names of couple: __________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

 

I wish to sponsor the above couple in their commitment to complete a premarital preparation 
course with Mike and Jewel Williamson.2  

 

Amount.  $  ____________  Check #  _____________  Check Date ____________ 

 

(If possible, please do not give cash) 

Make checks payable to    Mike Williamson 

 

 

Your name:      

Mail Address:      

City:   State  Zip  

Hm Phone      

Cell      

Email      
 

Give your sponsorship and this form to the couple or mail your sponsorship 
with this form to:  

Mike Williamson  
ATTN: Genesis224 Sponsorship 
8524 N. Foss Ave. Portland, OR  97203 

 
A receipt will be sent to you at the above address.  Please call or email us at our 
contact info to alert us to your contribution.   

 
 
 
 
On behalf of the engaged couple, thank you for your desire to encourage and support them in 
their commitment to godly marriage.  They will receive a complete list of sponsors 
 

Mike & Jewel Williamson 

                                                      
2 Tax deductions are not available at this time. 
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